MANITOBA
ORDER IN COUNCIL

DATE: September 9, 2026
ORDER IN COUNCIL No.: 201/2026
RecoMmMENDED BY: Minister of Environment and Climate Change

ORDER

1. Approval is given to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change (the “Minister”) to
dismiss the appeals that were filed with respect to Environment Act Licence No. 3447 (the
“Licence”), pursuant to section 27(2)(d) of The Environment Act (the “Act”), by the following
persons on the dates listed below:

a. the appeal of the Licence by Black River First Nation, dated September 15, 2025;
and

b. the appeal of the Licence by Brokenhead Ojibway Nation, dated October 10, 2025.

AUTHORITY
The Environment Act, C.C.S.M. c. E125, states:
Appeal to minister
27(1) Except as may be otherwise provided in this Act, any person who is affected by
(a) the issuance of a licence or a permit by the director; or
(b) the refusal by the director to issue a licence or permit; or
(c) any decision, order, instruction, or directive of the director; or

(d) the imposition of limits, terms, and conditions in a licence or permit issued by the director;
or

(e) the disposition of an appeal under section 26;

may file an appeal in writing with the minister that includes the reasons for the appeal and any
facts relative thereto, within the following periods:

(f) inthe case of a decision, issuance, refusal, order, instruction or directive or the imposition
of limits, terms and conditions or the disposition of the appeal, within 30 days of the date
thereof; and

(g) inthe case of a licence that sets out a limit, term or condition that is to take effect on or be
imposed at a future date and specifies that an appeal is to be taken within a specified
period, within the period so specified.

Disposition of appeal by minister

27(2) Where an appeal is made to the minister pursuant to subsection (1), the minister
may, on such considerations as the minister deems advisable,

(a) in the case of an appeal of the director’s decision not to recommend a public meeting or
hearing on a proposal, request the commission to hold a public meeting or hearing on the
proposal;

(b) refer the matter back to the director for reconsideration;
(c) make any decision that in his or her opinion ought to have been made by the director; or

(d) quash or vary the decision under appeal, or dismiss the appeal.



L. G. in C. approval

27(3) Before making a decision on an appeal in respect of the following matters, the
minister must refer the proposed disposition to the Lieutenant Governor in Council for
approval:

(a) the issuance of a licence by the director under clause 10(8)(a) or 11(11)(a);

(b) the refusal by the director to issue a licence under 10(8)(b) or 11(11)(b);

(c) the imposition of specifications, limits, terms and conditions on a licence issued by the

director under clause 10(8)(a) or 11(11)(a).

BACKGROUND

1.

A proposal under the Act was filed on July 7, 2023, by Manitoba Hydro to build a 51-
kilometre, 115-kilovolt transmission line from the Pointe du Bois electrical station in Pointe
du Bois to the Whiteshell electrical station near the Town of Seven Sisters (the “Proposal”).

The Proposal was placed on the public registry on October 4, 2023, and was advertised in
the community newspaper The Clipper on October 12, 2023, and in the Winnipeg Free
Press on October 14, 2023. The Proposal was distributed to the Technical Advisory
Committee (“TAC”) on October 26, 2023. The public was invited to comment on the
Proposal until November 13, 2023, and the closing date for comments from the TAC was
November 27, 2023.

One submission was received during the public review period. The comment was related
to department’s constitutional obligations to conduct transparent and meaningful
engagement and Consultation with Indigenous Nations. The comment was addressed
through the Crown-Indigenous consultation process, which included consulting directly
with impacted Indigenous Nations. The outcomes of that process informed the licensing
decision. Any concerns raised have been addressed through the licensing and assessment
process.

The environmental assessment and licensing process for the Proposal was completed in
accordance with the requirements of the Act, after which the Licence was issued to
Manitoba Hydro on September 12, 2025. The director’s licensing decision and a copy of
the Licence were posted on the public registry the same date.

Two appeals were submitted to the Minister prior to the appeal period closure date. The
issues raised by the appellants were related to the Crown-Indigenous consultation process,
enforceability of commitments, regulatory requirements, and the scope of the
environmental assessment.

The Minister has determined that all consultation obligations were fulfilled through
sustained engagement; that project-specific environmental commitments are reflected in
enforceable licence conditions; that all regulatory requirements were met in accordance
with the requirements of the Act; and that matters raised beyond the legislated scope of
the licensing process cannot be addressed or considered through this appeal process.

The Minister has considered the appeals and proposes to dismiss the appeals. Approval
of this proposed disposition is therefore sought from the Lieutenant Governor in Council.



